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Back to normality?
OK, we are not back to normality but we are allowed out to play and will soon be able to meet friends and family
indoors. So even though the club does not anticipate meeting at Bicton for a while, SAW members can get back to
informal meetings such as workshop visits.
The committee meets again on 12th May – so should firm up on plans.

May meeting
The next meeting will be by Zoom on Wednesday 26th May 2021 at 7:15 prompt. As usual sign –in details will be
circulated nearer the time. If you need help ask the usual suspects (Teresa or John) or anyone who uses Zoom.

May challenge (as previously printed in the April Newsletter)
The challenge for the May meeting is a choice of a largish item or, especially for those with limited woodturning
facilities something smaller. Hence:
(a). A wig stand for charity. Alan Davies reports “I have
had several emails with the Macmillan Trust at the
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital this morning and they seem
very keen even asking how many we can make.”
See the separate pdf on various ways to do this.

OR
(b). Nuts or acorns

SAW’s ninth ZOOM meeting on Wednesday 28th April
The SAW Zoom meeting in April was a “Live” demonstration by Stewart Furini.
Stewart entertained and informed with a demonstration of some decorative techniques. His objective was to
encourage “round and brown” turners to try some texturing and colouring on their pieces.
He prepared a beech kiln dried blank, approx. 10”dia x 2”, to be used for a shallow bowl. The underside to be used as
a practice surface as it can be simply machined to give a new clean surface.
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The first method is air brush. Stewart uses Sealey suction type with Chestnut spirit stain. They are inexpensive, one
for each colour and do not need constant cleaning. There are 3 approaches to air brushing, templates, stencils, and
masking. The necessity of a well ventilated workshop and the use of a vapour mask was emphasised.
Starting with templates, Stewart showed how simple cardboard shapes can be used to give a radial effect, blending
various colours. After resurfacing a colour wipe was applied using kitchen towel. This was over sprayed with a
different colour using a piece of router mat as a stencil. Other improvised stencils could be used such as dried hot
melt clue spirals. Many pre-made stencils are available with a multitude of shapes and effects. Another method is
masking. Masking tape can be used to define patterns and an illusion of depth can be achieved layering to give a
shadow effect.
A textured surface was now created using a Proxxon long neck angle grinder. Radial or
random texture can be achieved, the surface being cleaned by using either a brass brush or a
nylon head in a power drill. The surface may now be coloured by applying your choice of
colour. The base of the bowl was now finished to an ogee shape. A texture was applied to the
chucking recess using a Sorby texturing tool.
With the piece now reverse mounted the broad rim was prepared and stain was dabbed
on using firstly paper towel then crumpled up newspaper. The bowl was now completed.

Finally Stewart showed another technique using regular spray paints in rattle cans. He
applied four different colours then dabbed with newspaper to give mottled effect.
Report by Bill Clyne

For sale/wanted
Nothing!! Have a think about what you need or don’t need and send me a photo and blurb for the next newsletter.

And finally, for the next newsletter “June 2021”
If you want to display a photo or two of your entry to the May Show and Tell, please email it to me a few days before
the May meeting or practice using “Share screen” on Zoom and show it yourself – with a copy emailed soon after the
meeting.
As always, there’s always space for other contributions so keep sending those pictures or stories of success or
failure!
johnpitt14@btinternet.com
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